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Our Mission 

The mission of the Washington Street 
Historical Preservation Society is to 
protect, preserve, revitalize and main-
tain the architectural characteristics 
and historical significance of the 
homes, businesses and structures in 
the Washington Street district. 

Our Goal 

Our goal is to provide greater accessi-

bility to High Point’s landmarks and 

historic district that reflect the contri-

butions and achievements of African-

Americans.  Rich in historical facts,  

High Point’s African-American Herit-

age Trail is designed for residents and 

tourists seeking an introduction to the 

wealth of African-American history 

and culture in our historic district and 

its surrounding area. 
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Cultural Movement 

115 Parkview Terrace Lane  
Jamestown NC 27282 

 
Phone: 336-989-0047 

Email: yaaacm@gmail.com 
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11. Greenhill Cemetery 

Greenhill Cemetery was founded in 

1910 and was created for African-

Americans due to the enforcement of 

segregation. This cemetery reads like 

the Who’s Who of Black High Point, 

and is the final resting place of  many 

prominent leaders of the Black com-

munity.  Citizens such as A.J. Griffin, 

who was the first Negro Principal of 

High Point Normal & Industrial Insti-

tute, as well as many other noted Afri-

can-Americans are buried here. 
William-Penn High School Majorettes, 1962 

High Point, NC 

Outdoor Art Gallery 

Along the heritage trail visitors can 

view several beautiful murals all de-

picting images of African-American 

history.   

1. Louis B. Haizlip, was a promi-

nent business man, who was active in 

many professional and civic organiza-

tions.   

High Point’s 

African American 

Heritage Trail 

Restaurant 

Restaurant Becky & Mary’s Soul 
Food Restaurant.  In 1973 Becky and 
Mary wanted to be their own bosses. 
So, they opened Becky’s and Mary’s 
Restaurant on East Washington Drive. 
They’ve been there ever since. 

In 1995, a fire in the deep fryer shut 
down the restaurant. But two years 
later, Becky and Mary reopened and 
doubled the size of the place — from 
30 seats to 60. 
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High Point’s African-American Herit-

age trail provides an opportunity to ex-

plore Black history through its land-

marked buildings and historic district.  

African-Americans have played a key 

role in the development of High Point 

and have added much to the economic, 

educational and social well-being of the 

city since it was established.   

Our Historic Washington Street District 

contains the most cohesive, intact col-

lection of early- to mid-twentieth centu-

ry commercial, institutional, ecclesiasti-

cal, and residential buildings associated 

with an African-American community 

in the state of North Carolina. 

Visitors can follow a self-guided tour of 

High Point’s historical sites in the east 

central section of the city or can partici-

pate in one of several guided tours 

which are offered periodically through-

out the year.   

Welcome to High Point’s  

African-American Heritage Trail! 

Washington Terrace Park, formerly 

known as the Municipal Colored Park, opened 

June 10, 1938, to serve the African American 

citizens of High Point. Funds granted through 

the Federal New Deal Works Progress Admin-

istration  were used to build a pavilion, bath 

house, showers and dressing rooms, plus a 

pool, tennis courts, ball fields and picnic areas 

over almost 30 acres. The cost for building the 

park was $116,000, and it was considered one 

of the finest Negro/African American parks in 

the country.   

Blair-Coltrane Historic Site (Griffin  

Park) John Coltrane’s maternal grandfa-

ther William Wilson Blair, was born in 

Chowan County, NC in 1860 of slave 

parents. After settling in High Point in 

1920, Rev. Blair built the family home 

at 118 Underhill Street. It was complet-

ed in 1928, when he was age 68.  Here 

is where jazz great, John Coltrane grew 

up and he attended William Penn High  

School, one block away from his child-

hood home. 

Penn-Griffin School of the Arts, former-

ly  known as High Point Normal & Indus-

trial School, was established by the  Soci-

ety of Friends (Quakers) to educate 

Blacks.  Originally built in 1893, the 

school was donated to the city of High 

Point by the Society of Friends in 1923  

and was renamed William Penn in honor 

of  the famous Quaker in 1927.  In 2003 

The school was renamed Penn-Griffin 

School of the Arts and also named in hon-

or of Alfred J. Griffin, the school’s first 

negro Principal.   

First Baptist Church was individually 

listed in the National Register of Historic 

Places, as one of the oldest and most 

prominent buildings in the Washington 

Street Historic District. The church was 

founded by Reverend Harry Cowan, a 

former slave who led the congregation 

that became First Baptist Church. The  

small church started out by holding wor-

ship services in the Freedman's School on 

Perry Street in 1871, alternating Sundays 

with the Methodist Episcopal Congrega-

tion.  

Nannie & John Kilby purchased three 

tracts on the northwest corner of Wash-

ington Street and Hobson Street in 1908 

and 1913, but the Kilby Hotel doesn’t ap-

pear until 1919 in the city directory.  The 

hotel also appears in the Negro Motorist 

Green-Book or simply the Green Book, 

which was an annual guidebook for Afri-

can-American Roadtrippers. The Green 

Book listed  the hotel as a safe haven for 

African-Americans who traveled during 

the Jim Crow era.   

Oakwood Cemetery “Colored Section” 

This section of Oakwood Municipal 

Cemetery was opened in 1859, four 

years before the Emancipation Proclama-

tion of 1863 and long before integration.  

This is the final  resting place of  High 

Point’s early African-American settlers, 

such as former slaves, business men and 

women, a stagecoach driver and many 

others.  African-Americans were buried 

in this section of the cemetery until 

1910. There are an estimated 455 indi-

vidual graves within this section of the 

cemetery.   

African-American Railroad Memorial 

In August of 1937, three African-

American construction workers were 

tragically killed during the lowering of 

the train tracks.   James A. Palmer, 

Grover Sutton and Sam Camp died when 

the tunnel they were working in col-

lapsed, burying them beneath huge 

mounds of dirt. The project began in 

1937, when the High Point City Council, 

and the Works Project Administration 

(WPA) began lowering the train tracks of 

the Southern Railroad system below 

street level through High Point.  
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    Memorial 

8. African-American Soldier Gold 

    Star 

acknowledgements did not include Af-

rican-Americans prior to placement of 

this marker.  Though many years over-

due, the city presented them a Gold 

Star, in May 2013.    

9. Civil Rights Sit-in Monument 

5. Former Site of Kilby Hotel  

Civil Rights Sit-in Monument  Twen-

ty-four students from William Penn 

High and two from High Point High 

School met at the Fourth Street 

YMCA/YWCA and began the march 

downtown to Woolworth.  They en-

tered from the rear Wrenn Street en-

trance at about 4:10 pm and split into 

small groups pretending to shop while 

waiting for the signal from  Rev. Cox 

(he would doff his hat) to make a break 

for the lunch  counter and occupy the 

seats.  A waitress immediately asked 

the students to leave and told them they 

would not be served but, they refused 

to leave.  This movement extended to 

other High Point stores, movie theaters, 

fast-food restaurants, churches and City 

Lake Park. It continued for eight years, 

at which time the Human Relations 

Commission was formed of black and 

white citizens.  This sit-in by the twen-

ty-six students led to the first organized 

sit-in by high school students in the 

state of  North Carolina.  

10. John Coltrane Statue 

John Coltrane Statue A “8” foot tall 

bronze statue depicts jazz musician 

John Coltrane, one of High Point’s 

most distinguished citizens. He is hold-

ing his saxophone with his head tilted 

slightly down and to the right. The 

sculptor strove in this work to embody 

the strong, contemplative man whose 

music was said to move people to tears. 

The statue stands on a low black mar-

ble base with JOHN COLTRANE in-

scribed in white lettering.  African-American Soldier Gold Star  In 

1944, High Point began recognizing ser-

vicemen killed in World War II. Initial  


